
Inspection of Broughton Pre-School
King George V Playing Fields, Broughton, Preston, Lancashire PR3 5JA

Inspection date: 12 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

This is a fantastic place for children to be and where each child, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities, is thriving. The superb leadership 
ensures that each child receives highly attentive care and enjoys a rich, varied and 
challenging curriculum. Children are busy and avid learners. Partnerships with 
parents are highly effective and staff find imaginative ways to communicate with all 
parents to ensure there is an equal and inclusive service offered. 

Each member of staff is extremely well informed about all the children attending. 
They work seamlessly to ensure that children are stretched and challenged at every 
available moment. For instance, during lunch they encourage children to count and 
compare how many are in a group, which tables are different and how many are 
boys or girls. This challenges children to recall and consolidate previous learning 
and helps them to practise and master their skills in purposeful play. 

The development of children's language skills is given the highest priority. Staff use 
a breadth of vocabulary. They help children understand and use words, such as 
'nutritious'. Staff skilfully support the children to understand the feeling of others. 
For instance, after children have counted their own toes, staff use a flamingo 
puppet to explain how the flamingo is upset. Children learn she is embarrassed as 
she feels different, as she only has three toes. They are keen to reassure the 
flamingo. Children are well behaved and show courtesy and respect for each other. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager's enthusiasm and commitment are infectious and reflected in the 
staff's superb engagement of children. Rigorous and accurate evaluation of what 
is needed to build on the pre-school's performance is astutely linked to local and 
national strategies. For instance, the pre-school team has undertaken a quality 
award for reading. Staff skilfully thread their training throughout the day. 
Children are invited to discuss their favourite parts of a story and why it is their 
favourite. This reflection is an essential skill for future learning. It helps children 
to problem-solve, negotiate and consider the views of others.

n Team spirit is high, and staff receive good-quality training and support. Each 
week they have additional paid time, away from the children. This allows them 
to review children's progress and to plan and research activities to capture the 
children's current interests and extend their learning. Staff report that they feel 
extremely well supported and their ideas and suggestions are valued.

n Partnerships with parents are highly effective. Those parents who spoke with the 
inspector voiced high praise and satisfaction for the staff and their hard work. 
They say staff are welcoming and supportive. The sharing of information at all 
levels is detailed and done in a sensitive manner. Information is shared in 
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differing ways to suit parents' own unique circumstances. A highly informative 
website provides a range of extremely useful and relevant information for 
parents in ways that are easy to follow and understand.

n The learning environment is vibrant and enticing to the children. They arrive full 
of excitement and anticipation. Staff know children's preferences and plan in 
ways that allow children to use differing senses and experiences in their world. 
For instance, a child who is interested in experiments is taken to the local shop 
to purchase the ingredients they need to make a volcano-style eruption. A child 
who wants to paint flowers is offered a range of spring buds to observe, 
including daffodils, tulips and hyacinths.

n Children instigate their own ideas. For instance, they use the blocks to create a 
cave for the dinosaur. With support from staff, they build a house where three 
bears live. They act out the story, taking turns and responding to questions from 
staff that allow them to think and report back on the consequences of sitting on 
chairs that are too small. Children are invited to consider the appropriateness of 
the actions of the girl who visits uninvited. The play is joyous and prolonged. 
Children chatter excitedly, sharing ideas and learning to listen and take turns.

n Outdoor play is superb. Children relish the challenges offered across all aspects 
of learning. They enjoy balancing on a range of different beams and understand 
the importance of keeping themselves safe when climbing. They explain to 
visitors how to correctly secure the mini–ladder before stepping on it. Staff 
encourage children to join in games that help them hop, skip and catch. During 
meals, they talk about the impact food and exercise have on their bodies. 
Children are learning about the importance of healthy lifestyles. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are cared for on well presented and safely organised premises. Activities 
such as woodwork are well supervised, and children learn the importance of taking 
care when using tools such as hammers. All staff have completed a robust 
recruitment and vetting procedure. Staff have regular additional and updated first-
aid training and a robust understanding of their role and responsibility in protecting 
children from harm. They are confident with the procedures to follow to report 
concerns. The manager demonstrates the swift action to be taken should there be 
concerns about a child being exposed to radicalisation or extremist views.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 309249

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10129245

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Broughton Pre-School (Preston)

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518539

Telephone number 01772 860834

Date of previous inspection 1 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Broughton Pre-School registered in 2001. The pre-school employs five members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications to at least 
level 3, including the manager, who is qualified to level 7. The pre-school opens 
from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 7.45am until 
5.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Frank Kelly
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the learning environment, inside and outside, and the 
ways staff interact with the children. He evaluated the impact that they have on 
children's learning. 

n Parents kindly took the time to share their views with the inspector.
n A joint observation of an activity was carried out with the manager. The 

inspector also spoke with staff and children at appropriate times.  
n The inspector viewed a sample of the pre-school's documentation, including 

evidence of staff's suitability and improvement projects. 
n Children proudly shared their paintings and woodwork. They confidently 

explained to the inspector plans for adding additional detail before they 
considered their work to be complete. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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